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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable TOM 
UDALL, a Senator from the State of 
New Mexico. 

PRAYER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s 
opening prayer will be offered by Rabbi 
Baruch Frydman-Kohl, senior rabbi of 
Beth Tzedec Congregation in Toronto, 
Canada. 

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

God of us all, we assemble before You 
in humility, recalling both triumph 
and defeat, summer drought, autumn 
hurricane, and the cooperative resil-
ience of our Nation. In this season 
after elections and before the new Con-
gress, we ask that You give these Sen-
ators and our government the wisdom 
to avoid the exclusion of either/or and 
to embrace the blessings of both/and. 

Rather than fear falling off a cliff, 
help our leaders to learn to chimney. 
In climbing, chimneying requires push-
ing off one side of a mountain cleft and 
then the other to advance higher. The 
resistance of each face of the rock con-
tributes to the ascent. Help these lead-
ers to appreciate individual initiative 
and care for the distressed, to value 
competition and find a path for co-
operation, to be mindful of human lib-
erty and be grateful for mutual help, to 
recognize the occasional need for force 
and to forcefully pursue peace. Enable 
them to chimney up the cleft of our 
differences, to reclaim fiscal integrity 
and maintain social concern, to be 
exemplars of responsibility and reason-
ableness, so that all Americans may re-
spect and rejoice in their leadership of 
this great country. 

Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable TOM UDALL led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, November 29, 2012. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable TOM UDALL, a Senator 
from the State of New Mexico, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico thereupon 
assumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will be in a 
period of morning business for 1 hour, 
with Republicans controlling the first 
half and the majority controlling the 
second half. Following morning busi-
ness, the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the Defense authorization bill. 
We will continue to work through the 
amendments to the bill during today’s 
session. Rollcall votes are expected all 
throughout today. 

I would now yield to my friend, the 
senior Senator from the State of Wis-
consin. I will have more of an oppor-
tunity at a later time to say things 
about Senator KOHL, but I have had a 

wonderful experience in getting to 
know this quiet, very productive man. 
I have enjoyed his innate skills. He is 
one of the best businesspeople we have 
in America today, one of the best Sen-
ators we have in America today. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wisconsin. 

f 

WELCOMING THE GUEST 
CHAPLAIN 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise 
today to thank Rabbi Baruch 
Frydman-Kohl for his invocation this 
morning and welcome him and his be-
loved wife Josette to the Senate. 

Rabbi Baruch’s father Jack and my 
father Max were brothers and Euro-
peans during the First World War. Both 
were exiled to Siberia. Later, after my 
father immigrated to America, he 
helped Jack and his family come to 
Milwaukee. 

Baruch is the Anne and Max 
Tanenbaum senior rabbi of Best Tzedec 
Congregation, the largest synagogue 
community in Canada. The focus of his 
rabbinate has been family education, 
lifelong learning, and care for the 
housebound, hospitalized, and home-
less. Beyond the synagogue, the rabbi 
is the president of the Toronto Board 
of Rabbis and recently organized the 
Path of Abraham mission to bring 
Jews, Christians, and Muslims to the 
Holy Land to explore the challenges of 
three religions, two nations, and one 
land. 

Baruch’s list of accomplishments and 
credentials is as impressive as it is 
long. I ask unanimous consent to have 
a copy of his biography printed in the 
RECORD following my remarks. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

(See exhibit 1.) 
Mr. KOHL. I will just add to this list 

his place in my heart as a beloved cous-
in, valued friend, and welcomed reflec-
tion of all about our fathers that was 
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